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Foreword by the
Principal of Somerville

DAPHNE PARKis quoted in these pages as believing when she was a school girl "we all
really thought we could conquer the world. It never occurred to us that we couldn't do
what we wanted with our lives". Even as a teenager she was already the sort of person
Somerville has always tended to produce. In later life, as these recollections show, she
became the quintessential SomerviIIian; resourceful, brave, and always curious about
the world. She was a great internationalist and also someone who naturally engaged
with people from every sort of background. She was, most especially, a person capable
of intense kindness, and someone who shared her sense of fun and enjoyment of life
with everyone around her. When I wrote to colleagues at Somerville (before I arrived
here as Principal myself) to commiserate on Daphne's death, one of them replied that
yes, it was very sad, but it was also impossible to think of Daphne without feeling happy.

Few people leave the world with such a strong sense that it is a happier place because
she was here. Daphne was a unique spirit, as these recollections show. I feel personal
sorrow that I did not have a chance to know her beller; bul also a humbling sense
of privilege to serve in succession (at two removes) to someone who made such an
enormous contribution, both to the world and to British foreign interests, and to
Somerville College, which played such an important role in shaping her. Living up
to Daphne's legacy is a huge challenge, as I remember each time I talk to a Somerville
student about their lives and aspirations, or hear from someone who was at Somerville
when she was Principal. The recollections printed here give a flavour of this most
exceptional human being. Those of us who were privileged to know her, even a little,
will feel proud and humbled that we did.
ALICEPROCHASKA
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